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94-207 July 28, 1994 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
PARTNERSHIPS FOR EXCELLENCE 
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University's Partnerships for Excellence (PFE) 
program is becoming an important link between minority high school students and 
college. 
Recognized by the Illinois Board of Higher Education as an "Outstanding 
Minority Achievement Program," PFE is designed to help minority students with 
college potential gain the preparation, opportunity and encouragement they need to 
succeed at a university. 
This summer, 46 minority high school seniors from around the state are 
participating in PFE, where they earn college credit by completing five weeks of 
classes in math, English and aerobics or racquetball. The seniors are on the EIU 
campus through Aug. 6. 
"We have an enthusiastic group of students who are having a pleasant and 
encouraging experience with the program," said John Craft, associate professor of 
physical education at Eastern and PFE director. 
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In addition to academic preparation, PFE also expands the students' horizons, 
offers them different perspectives, improves their social skills and, most importantly, 
plays a role in increasing minority representation in universities, Craft said. 
Of the 210 seniors who participated in the program during its first five years, 
186 went on to college. "We are delighted that some of these students have enrolled 
at Eastern," Craft said. 
Earlier this summer, 69 freshmen were recognized for completing a two-week 
PFE program where they attended seven different classes for high school credit. 
Participating schools in the PFE freshman and senior program are Percy Julian, 
Lindblom Technical and Morgan Park high schools in Chicago; Normal Community 
High School; Eisenhower, St. Teresa, Douglas MacArthur and Stephen Decatur high 
schools in Decatur; East St. Louis High School; Danville High School; Centennial, 
Central and University high schools in Champaign; and Urbana High School. 
-30-
